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Fig. 1 The process of detritus formation in pleurosigma formosum
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Abstract

This paper deals with the morphological characteristics of the degradation from benthic
. diatom, Pleurosigma formosum W. Smith. Under laboratory condition, the formation of
detritus morphological degradation may be delineated into 5 stages: stage 1) “critical, stage
2) changmg in chromatophores, stage 3) disappearance of nucleus, stage 4) stablhzatlon of
jelly, stage 5) complete formation of detritus. Laboratory observation indicated that the :whole
process of detritus formation from Pleurosigma formosum took about:-19~21" days at the
temperature of 30°C or 13~15 days at the temperature of 37°C. Stage 2) is considered to

be the initiation of detrltus formation when bacterla begln to come mto direct contact w1th
he dead cells.




