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Fig-4 Location of the South China Sea
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Fig. 5 A Seismic Profile across the Middle Okinawa Trough (by Kimura, 1985)
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Abstract

Over the past 11 a, the Ocean Drilling Program has completed 66 internationally staffed expeditions.
JOIDES Resolution, the scientific drill ship of ODP, has travelled in the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian O-
cean. Significant results of ODP drilling during this time have been obtained by investigating the tectonic
evolution of passive and active continental margins, origin and evolution of oceanic crust, origin and evolu-
tion of marine sedimentary sequences, and cause of long-term changes in Earth’s atmosphere, oceans,
cryosphere, biosphere and magnetic field. China has divided to be a member country since 1996. The first
drilling hole will be coming in the sea area off China. Based on the drilling data of ODP, Chinese solid

earth science will make great progress very quickly.
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