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Lane 1~ 7, Total RNA from shrimp collected on May 15 (Post larvae
PL11), May 31, Jun 14, Jun 28, Jul 19, Aug 2, and Aug 19 (Juvenile)
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Expression of antimicrobial peptide during the growth period of
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Abstract Antimicrobial peptides are important for non — specific host defence in many animals. This research con-
siders the developmental expression of antimicrobial peptide gene in maturation period of Fenneropenaeus chinensis . Total
RNA samples from different developmental stages (PL11 - juvenile shrimp) were isolated and relative mRNA contents were
detected using the semi — quantitative RT — PCR method. Results showed that antimicrobial peptide transcripts were present
in all detected samples during different developmental stages from PL11 to adult shrimp. This suggests that antimicrobial
peptide is constitutively expressed in shrimp Fenneropenaeus chinensis and it may also play an important role in innate

defense against infection.
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