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Fig. 1 Effects of Cd®" on phagocytosis (A), reactive oxygen
species (B), and mortality(C) of Meretrix meretrix
hemocytes
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* indicates significant differences with respect to control values
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Abstract: The effects of cadmium and benzo[a]pyrene (Bap) exposure on the immune function of Meretrix mere-
trix hemocytes were examined by flow cytometery. The results showed that 10 and 100 pg/L Cd*" significantly
suppressed phagocytosis of hemocytes and increased the mortality of hemocytes, while 100 pg/L Cd*" stimulated
reactive oxygen species (ROS) in hemocytes. Bap (5 and 50 pg/L) inhibited phagocytosis and increased the mortal-
ity of hemocytes, while 50 pg/L Bap could enhance ROS. The results suggested that cadmium and benzo[a]pyrene
exposure significantly inhibited the immune function of hemocytes, which may lead to low immunity and increased
infection of M. meretrix.
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