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Progress in the systematics of Neritidae (Mollusca, Gastropoda,
Cycloneritimorpha)

CHEN Zhi-yun’, LIAN Xi-ping', TAN Ye-hui', ZHANG Su-ping?
(1. South China Sea Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Gguangzhou 510301, China;
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Abstract: Gastropods from the family Neritidae are generally euryhaline in tropical and subtropical regions and
occur in marine, brackish, and freshwater systems. Neritids generally inhabit the middle to upper intertidal zones
along the coast. They are used as models for research on adaptive radiation or regional species diversity patterns
across the marine tropics. This paper presents a review and prospects of systematic studies on the family Neritidae.
Neritids can be extremely polymorphic as the shells of some species possess a wide variety of colors and patterns.
Consequently, multiple names have been created and many are now considered synonyms or mistaken identities;
this situation has complicated efforts to revise the entire family. Such taxonomic irregularities have, in part, resulted
in the lack of a comprehensive study on Neritidae. Systematic studies on Neritidae in China are seldom conducted.
Previous reports cannot completely reveal the true species biodiversity in Chinese waters. Intensive sampling of
neritid species in the future is urgently required. Moreover, taxonomy should not only rely on morphology but also
on the combination of anatomy and molecular biology to enrich our understanding on their marine fauna and

biodiversity in the China seas and to promote systematic studies on Neritidae.
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