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Tab. 4 Distribution of subject categories in the Web of Science
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Tab.5 Top 20 key-words involved in cold seep research

haes p<iat] AR/ hes KA 1] ALK
1 Gulf of Mexico 104 11 archaea 30
2 authigenic carbonate 82 12 sediment 28
3 stable isotopes 77 13 Gulf of Cadiz 27
4 mud volcano 63 14 benthic foraminifera 26
5 anaerobic oxidation of methane 59 15 Black Sea 26
6 South China Sea 47 16 chemosynthetic communities 26
7 symbiosis 46 17 sulfate reduction 25
8 carbonates 42 18 taxonomy 25
9 chemosynthesis 38 19 bacteria 23
10 new species 36 20 biomarkers 23
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Abstract: On the basis of the data from the informaiton platform of the Web of Science batabaseand through the use
of the bibliometrics method, the annual journal distribution, maincountries and its influence, international institu-
tions, andfocus research realms are compared and analyzed. Results shows that the number of international cold
seepresearch papers has been increasing. The USA is well ahead of other countries in the total number of publica-
tions and serves as the cooperative center between countries. In the past 3 years, the number of publications from-
China is higherthan that from other countries. The first author countrypercentageof China is also higher than that of
other countries. The institution with most numberof publications is the Chinese Academy of Sciences. Furthermore,
the microbial anaerobic oxidation of methane, biodiversity of cold seep, and mineralogy and geochemistry of cold

seep carbonate are the research hotspots.
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