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Fig. 1 The sampling area M2 near the Mariana Trench in
the tropical Western Pacific Ocean
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Fig. 2 The external morphology and polyps of Metallogorgia
melanotrichos
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Fig. 3 Sclerites of Metallogorgia melanotrichos

notrichos (Wright & Studer, 1889)
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Dasygorgia melanotrichos Wright & Studer, 1889:
15, PL. IV, Fig. 3, PL. V, Fig. 5.

Metallogorgia melanotrichos: Nutting, 1908: 593—
594, P1. LI, Fig. 5; Kiikenthal, 1919: 503; Pasternak,
1981: 51.

AEX JE W OV FEB AR 5 (the Ascension

Island)#F 38, 7K 778 m,
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FAERFE] 2016 4E 3 A 16 H, 139°21.82'E, 11°24.01'N,
JKE 1935 m, RAEJ72 ROV 41U,
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Fig. 4 The external morphology and polyps of Metallogorgia
macrospina
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Sclerites of Metallogorgia macrospina
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First records of two species of Metallogorgia (Anthozoa: Al-
cyonacea: Chrysogorgiidae) from a seamount near the
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Abstract: To explore the deep-sea biodiversity of seamounts in the tropical Western Pacific Ocean, we collected
samples from a seamount near the Mariana Trench by a remotely operated vehicle (ROV) “Faxian” in 2016. Three
specimens of Metallogorgia were collected among the samples. We then conducted a taxonomic study on the
specimens using light and scanning electron microscopic observations. These specimens were identified as M.
melanotrichos (Wright & Studer, 1889) and M. macrospina Kiikenthal, 1919. Both species are new records in this
areca of the sea. We have also provided detailed morphological descriptions of both species and a dichotomous key
to all known species of Metallogorgia.
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