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CHARACTERISTICS OF WATER TEMPERATURE AND SALINITY
IN NORTH CENTRAL TAIWAN STRAIT

Huang Rongxiang

" (Fufian Institute of Oceanology, Xiaman)
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Abstract

Distribution of water temperature and salinity varies with monsoons in north central
Taiwan strait. At the period of northeast wind (From Oct. to next May), when the Zhemin
coastal current (low temperature and low salinity) flows southward along the west coast,
the current branch outside Haitan Island expands southeastward, varying>in range with the
intensity of the Zhemin coastal current. In the area 24°30'N, 119°30'E, a strait warm
current Chigh temperature and high salinity) stretches northward under the influence of
southwest wind. Its temperature and salinity increase from northwest to southeast. At the
period of southwest wind (from June to Sept.) the Surveyed area are essentially dominated by

the strait’s warm current. From June to August an upwelling occurs at the waters of west
coast, its centure being in the vicinity of Haitan Island. The salinity of this waters reduces,
yet its temperature rises, from northwest to southeast,

The vertical distribution of temperature and salinity can approximately be said in three
categories: homogeneity, positive gradient and negative gradient.



