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Fig. 1 Location of the sampling stations
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Abstract -~ - .. . -

The sedimentation rates in the South Yellow Sea were determined based on measureme-
nts of *Pb for the first time. It ranges from 0 to 0.67 cm/a, with an average of 0.2 cm/a.

It is well known that the same sedimentation rate can be considered great, "but small
in another. So sedrmentatlon intensities in d1fferent areas can't be classified by a same rate
value Instead they ‘should" be- class1f1ed by a relatlve standard that 1s, intensity index (i):
where r is sedimentation rate; R is average sed1mentat10n rate. When 1 is greater than 1,it
indicates strong sedimentation; less than 1, weak. sedimentation; greater than 2, very strong
sedimentation; less than 0.5, very weak sedunentation. ’

Based on the intensity index mentioned above, the sedimentation intensity areas in the
South Yellow Sea have been distinguished.Strong areas are located on the south side of Shan-
dong Peninsula, outside of old Huanghe River delta and east coast. Weak areas are mainly
the Yellow Sea Warm Current passed zone .and the cold eddy area. Very. strong area is the
middle part of south side of Shandong Pemnsula where the large amount of Huanghe River
materials is deposned and the very weak -areas are near relict sed1ment and tidal sandy ridge
areas.

The main factors controlling the sedimentatioh intensity are material supply and current
system. The most influencial factors are strong material supply and weéak current; on the con-
trary, the less influencial factors are weak material supply and strong current. .
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