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Fig. 1 The distribution of papers in the field of international coral reef research from 1971~2017
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Fig.2 The cooperation network among the top 50 countries or regions in the field of coral reef research
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Abstract: Bibliometrics and knowledge mapping were used in this article to analyze the scientific literature on
international coral reef research from 1902 to 2017. The results showed that, compared with advanced Western
countries in the field of ocean research, China started relatively late in the research of coral reefs, but its research
has developed rapidly in the last five years, and needs to be strengthened in terms of influence, international
cooperation, and research technology development. Based on the results, some suggestions for the development of
coral reef research in China are put forward. This study will provide information and reference for understanding
the current status and development trend in international coral reef research, as well as for China’s policy formulation,

project planning, and scientific research on coral reef protection in the future.
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