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e R0 E L

AR R, Ea)E . mEmi: . 205 %
RERBA YT TIALFRR RS, i)
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Abstract: The thyroid gland (Glandula thyreoidea) is an important endocrine gland in marine vertebrates. The thy-
roid gland of marine vertebrates is generally substantive, which is composed of thyroid follicles. Epithelial cells
that make up the follicles synthesize, store, and secrete thyroid hormones that are the key hormones, regulating the
growth and development of the body. Independent thyroid structures did not develop until marine vertebrates
evolved. Most studies on the thyroid gland in animals focus on the thyroid morphology and the relationship between
thyroid and growth and development, whereas the studies on thyroid gland in marine vertebrates are increasingly
focused on the thyroid lesions caused by environmental factors; the effect of environmental factors on thyroid func-
tion has gradually become the focus of scientific research. Marine vertebrates are unable to grow and develop nor-
mally because of the damage to the thyroid function due to marine water pollution. When the number and species of
marine vertebrates sharply decrease, we will have to pay attention to further studies on the thyroid in marine verte-

brates.
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