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Abstract: The international society widely recognizes the value of blue carbon in mitigating and adapting to cli-
mate change. Specifically, the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change released the Special
Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate (SROCC) on September 25, 2019 that reported blue
carbon as an important part of the mitigation of marine natural processes. Moreover, SROCC pointed out that all
biologically-driven carbon fluxes and storage in marine systems that are amenable to management can be consid-
ered as blue carbon in which mangroves, seagrasses, coastal marshes, and macroalgae were listed as coastal blue
carbon. SROCC reviewed the impact of climate change on aspects such as blue carbon, blue carbon mitigation, and
adaptation to climate change, signifying that blue carbon is the current “no regrets choice” for most coastal coun-
tries. Therefore, it is clear that SROCC is a milestone in the development of blue carbon. With this study, the au-
thors strongly suggest that China should strengthen basic blue carbon surveys and research, incorporate blue carbon
in the national greenhouse gas inventory and nationally determined contributions, and promote coastal wetland

protection and restoration with blue carbon.
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