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Tab. 2 Main features of gastric mills in different stages of larvae of Scylla serrata
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Fig. 1 Structure of gaswic mill in different developmental stages of larvae of Scyila serrala
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Abstract

During the development of larvae of Scylla serrata, gastrié mill shows apparent changes. At the first
stage of zoea, the larvae lack the structure of gastric mill. The rudiments of the medial and lateral teeth oc-
cur at the second stage of zoea. Appatrently recognized medial teeth and lateral teeth appear at the third
stage of zoea. In addition to the well-formed lateral teeth and the single medial tooth, the gastric mill of the
fifth zoeal stage also has the accessory teeth including two medial and two lateral teeth and then appear es-
sentialty complete. In the stage of megalopa, the teeth are mote sharp. The end of medial tooth of the first
larval crab specializes to form pad-like cuticular region. It shows that in the development of larvae of qulla

serrata, the changes of gastric mill adapt to the feeding habit of larvae.



