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Fig.1 Diagram showing major benthos groups sorted

by different particle size fraction
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Fig.2 Schematic diagram of benthic food web (from Xu, 2011)
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A=) ZREVE AR IR TR IE T R A0 2 T AR,
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1992; ZEFIRSE, 2007; 3 K44E, 2007; Meng
et al., 2007; XJ5% —=%%, 2008; Liu and Zheng,
2010) ., BN (X3 T, 1992; Z5#71E5E, 2005,
2006; THEHESE, 2006) | 45 B FIHT T (256
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Abstract Marine benthos are important components in marine ecosystem, serving vital functions in
energy flow and material cycling of marine bottom environment. During the past decades, studies on
Marine Benthology in China have achieved major progress, but there are still some weaknesses in many
research fields. In general, research activities on Marine Benthology in China are fragmented and deficient.
It is in urgent need of establishing a specialized society to facilitate cooperation, exchange ideas, and
integrate and share research resources. Based on the analysis of current status, we put forward proposals
for future study and elaborate the function of the society in future development of Marine Benthology.
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ecology; taxonomy; biodiversity

204



