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REPRODUCTION AND REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM OF LIPOTES
VEXILLIFER

Chen Peixun Liu Renjun and Lin Kejie
(Institute of Hydrobiology, Academia Sinica)

'ABSTRACT

Informations about reproduction and the genital organs of five female and three
male Lipotes have been reported. Their general appearances have been deseribed and
their tissue structures observed. The left and right ovaries of an immature female 192
em in length have the same dimension and weight and are similar in outer ap-
pearances. From the length of their foetuses, the two pregnant temales of 250 cm
and 253 em each would obviously have their parturition in February or in March. A
newborn Lipotes is about 70 em long. The corpus luteum of pregnanus is fungiform.
‘When the foetus is 54.5 ¢m, the dimension of the corpus luteum is 3.9 X 3.1 X 1.1
em and 4.55 X 3.2 X 1.8 cm, when the foetus is 73 em. The structure of the corpus
Iuteum of Lipotes is somewhat different from that of Platanista gangetica or Pla-
tanista indi or Neophocaena phocaenoides. The corpus luteum of Lipotes has no
fibrouscore, and its granulosa Iutein cell is bigger than that of other species, the
biggest cell reaching 46 ym. The vagina of Lipotes has more longitudinal and trans-
verse folds than those of other species of fresh water dolphins. Besides the dense
longitudinal folds, it has six rings of transverse folds which constitute a more perfect
structure for preventing water from entering the uterine cavity.
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