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A CHROMOSOME STUDY OF MEGALOBRAMA
AMBLYCEPHALA YIH

TLu Renhou, Ii Yanjuan and Xu Kesheng
(Institute of Hydrobiology, Academia, Sinica, Wuchang)

ABSTRACT

Numbers of chromosome of mcgalobrama amblycephala Yih have been reported dif-
ferently in papers published in recent years. Our observations of peripheral blood
leukocytes collected from both sexes reveal:

The diploid chromosome number is 2n=48.

The karyotype consists of 8 pairs of metacentric chromosomes, 12 pairs of subme-
tacentric chromosomes, 3 pairs of subtelocentric ehromosomes and 1 pair of ‘‘special
chromosomes’’. The ‘‘special chromosome pair’’ may consist of a pair of megachromo-
somes in some individuals, or a pair of heteromorphic chromosomes——one megachro-
mosome and one small chromosome in others. The megachromosome or heterochro-
mosome pair occurred in both sexes, obviously, they are not sex-chromosomes. The
origin of the ‘‘special chromosome pair’’ is diseussed.

The secondary constrictions and satellites were only observed in some chromosomes
of a few metaphase plates.
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