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AN ANALYSIS OF THE REMOTE SENSING IMAGE
OF THE CHINESE ALLIGATOR’S HABITAT

- Huang Zhujian

(Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica, Beijing)

Lin Hengzhamg and Zhang Shengkai

(Institute of Remote Sensing Application, Academia Sinica, Beijing)

ABSTRACT

The Chinese Alligator is a rare animal and has been listed as one of the endange-
red species by the United Nations as its natural habitat and ecological environment are
increasingly threatened by various factors.

Remote sensing images by Landsat system reveals that the Chinese ‘‘yangtze’’ Alli-
gator’s habitats has been shrinked from the alluvial plains with lakes and marshes to
river valleys and basins and some even to the reservoirs and mountainous ponds. The
change of their habitat was mainly due to the drainage of the marshland reclaiming
land from the lakes and forest destruction.

‘Ways such as preservation of its natural ecological environment, plantation of trees,
bamboo to provide a shadowy condition, and artificial breeding are suggested to keep
the species from extinetion.
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