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'LAKE RETREAT IN QINGHAI-XIZANG PLATEAU WITH
'L ADDITIONAL REFERENCE TO ITS CLIMATIC
B SIGNIFICANCE

Chen Zhiming
(Nanjing Institute of Geography, Academia Sinica)

ABSTRACT

The present writer, having made an approximate dating of the highest shorelines
ofl{the three interior larger lakes, has proved that during the late Q; or the early Q.
there existed higher lake level in the plateau, reflecting that the then climate was
much moister than it is today. It could be presumed from these three ages that such
higher lake may be corresponding both to the last glacial epoch (i. e. the latter half)
and to the lowest sea level of the then East China Sea.

Moreover, it is revealed from the interpretation of aerial photos and the on-the-
spot survey that since then these lakes had 8—10 schemes of retreat, indicating that
the climate at that time had 8—10 comparatively arid periods on the plateau and even
in central Asia. As the plateau is still in the faster process of upheaval, it is expected
that from the viewpoint of longterm variations the climate in this region in the com-
ing future tends to be continuously dry., However, should there be a neo-glacial epoch
in the world, and should the higher lake level really correspond to the glacial epoch.
then in not a distant future, the lake water level would possibly rise again to some
extent.
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