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3 KBXRE Apristurus longianalis Chu, Meng ct Li sp. nov. (44 364 mm, o)
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4. kR}XR%E Apristurus longicaudatus Li, Meng et Chu sp. nov, (& 4)
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DESCRIPTION OF FOUR NEW SPECIES OF THE GENUS
APRISTURUS (SCYLIORHINIDAE) FROM DEEP
WATERS OF THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

Zhu Yuanding (Chu Yuan-ting), Meng Qingwen
(Shanghai Fisheries College)
and
Li Sheng

(South China Sea Fisheries Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Fisheries Science, Guangzhou)

ABSTRACT

Many specimens of Elasmobranchiate fishes were collected from deep waters (532

—913 m) of the South China Sea. Four species belonging to Apristurus (Seyliorhini-
dae) are considered as new to science. Holotypes are kept in the South China Sea Fi-
sheries Institute, and Paratypes in Shanghai Fisheries College.

1. Apristurus brevicaudatus Chu, Meng et Li sp. nov. (Fig. 1)
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The present species is different from A. longicephalus Nakaya from Japan in that
the origin of the 1st dorsal is over the rear (vs. in front) end of the pelvic fin base.
Caudal fin is short, smaller (vs Larger) than the distance from the end of the rostral
fin to the rear end of the pectoral fin base; mouth is deeply curved, length of mouth
is 1.7 times (vs. 3.1 times) width of mouth. The present species differs from A. macro-
rhynchus (Tanaka) from Japan in that the caundal fin is 2.2 times (vs. 1.7 times) longer
than the anal fin base. The interdorsal space is equal to the distance from the rear
margin of the eye to the 2nd gill eleft (vs. to 5th gill cleft).

Holotype No. DO01125, total length 406 mm(o™), collected on October 5th, 1980, at a depth
of 864 m,

Paratype No. D01126, total length 411 mm (o”), D0032, total length 400 mm ("), collect-
ed on October Sth, 1980, at a depth of 864 m.

2. Apristurus micropterygeus Meng, Chu et Li sp. nov. (Fig. 2)

It differs from all other species of Agristurus in that the first dorsal fin is smaller
than that of any other species, about 1/9 to 2nd dorsal; interdorsal space very long.
equal to the rear margin of the eye to the middle part of the pectoral fin base.

Holotype No. E01128, tota] length 372 mm(o"), collected on October 7th, 1980, at a depth
of 913 m.

3. Apristurus longianalis Chu, Meng et Li sp. nov. (Fig. 3)

It differs from most other species of Apristurus in that the interdorsal space is
smaller or equal to the 2nd dorsal base. It differs from A. microps (Gilbert) from South
Africa in that the depth of the anal fin is half the depth of the lower lobe of the caudal
fin (vs. equal) ; head length is 8.3 times that of eye diameter (vs. 11 times).

Holotype No. D00811, total length 318 mm(o"), collected on October 7th, 1980, at a depth
of 840 m.

Paratype No. D0564, total length 325 mm(o"), collected on October 5th, 1980, at a depth
of 619 m,

4. Apristurus longicaudatus i, Meng et Chu sp. nov. (Fig. 4)

It differs from A. longicephalus Nakaya from Japan in that the origin of the 1st
dorsal is over the rear end of the pelvie fin base (vs. in advance); interdorsal space
equal to 2nd dorsal fin base (vs. larger); mouth deeply curved (vs. shallowly curved);
It differs from A. macrorhynchus (Tanaka) from Japan in that the origin of the 1st
dorsal is over the rear end of the pelvie fin base (vs. in advance) ; length of anal fin
base is 2.4 times that of caudal fin (vs. 1.7 times).

Holotype No. D00811, total length 318 mm(d"), collected on October 7th, 1980, at a depth
of 840 m.

Paratype No. D0564, total length 325 mm(o"), collected on October Sth, 1980, at a depth
of 619 m.



