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ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF LIMNOLOGY AND
HYDROCHEMISTRY IN CHINA

I. V. SamoiLov

(Department of Geography, Moscow Unisersity, USSR)

Abstract

Large countries in their development of general hydrology, generally develop
first hydrology of the rivers, then limnology and finally hydrochemistry. In China,
the trend is also the same. At present, hydrological studies of the rivers in China are
already in big stride, but limnological and hydrochemical studies are comparatively
undeveloped. The development of limnology and hydrochemistry is necessarily based
on the development of production- and the need of national economy. Therefore, in
different countries, such studies have different developmental directions. In lcapitalistic
countries, the aims of the studies are necessarily limited to the economic interests
of the particular corporations concerned, but in socialistic cou.nti‘ies, such studies must
be of a comprehensive nature, aimed at solving the most important prcblems of the
country. It is, therefore, the object of the present discussion to present my suggestions
as to how limnology and hydrochemistry in China should be developed.

Limnology serves in various different fields of the national economy, such as na-
vigation, fisheries, water supply, irrigation, water power, salt production and health
resorts. Development of Limnology in China must be in accordance with the need of
the national economy and the 12 years science development plan. Classification of
Chinese lakes and ponds and their methods of studies, with special emphasis on re-
servoirs are suggested.

Hydrochemistry serves in water supply, navigation, fisheries, anti-contamination
and mineral prospecting. An attempt has been made to classify the natural waters of
China and suggestion as to the organization of the work has been made.



