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PRILIMINARY STUDY OF QUARTERNARY STRATA IN
CHAHANSHILATU SALT LAKE

Shen Zhenshu  Cheng Guo and Qi Guozhu

(No. 1 Geological and Hydrogeolaogical Team, Bureau of Qinghai Geological and Mineral Resoures, Geermu)

ABSTRACT

This paper introduces the results of sporo-pollen analysis, paleomagnetic determination, *C
and uranium series isotope dating of two cores in Chahanshilatu Salt Lake, Chaidamu Basin.

The zones were alternated by 13 cold and warm sporo-pollen sirata. The obvious paleoc-
limatic changes over and under the Matuyama/Gauss and Brunches/Matuyama boundaries can
be correlated with those of Luochuan Loess.

Since 1 Ma B. P., the paleoclimate and the age of the sporo-pollen zones of this salt lake
can be correlated in general with those of the loess beds and paleosoil beds of Luochuan Loess.

For these reasons, the lower boundary of Quarternary Strata in the region was defined
as Matuyama/Gauss boundary (2.48 Ma B. P.). Quarternary strata were divided into Lower-
Pleistocene, Middle-Pleistocene and Upper-Pleistocene Series. Holocene Series is absent,



