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SEAWEED CULTIVATION —TRADITIONAL WAY AND ITS
REFORMATION

FEI Xiu- geng, BAO Ying, LU Shan

( Experimental M arine Biology Labor atory, Institute of Oceanolggy, The Chinese A cademy
of Sdences, Qingdao, 266071)

Abstract Seaw eed cultivation has been developed rather fast in recent years. The total production of cultiva—
ed seaweed at present is about 6350 X 10° tons fresh weight. The total cultivatbn area is estimated as 200 x 10°
hectare. The annual total value of cultivated seaweeds has been placed at more than 3 billion US dollars. It pro-
vides many job opportunities for the castal region people and is potentially important in the improvement of ocean
environments and global change. All cultivation methods and techniques are based on or start from individual
plants or the population of the seaweed cultivated. T hese are the bases of traditional way of cultivation. On land,

modern biological science and biotechnology achievements have benefited agriculture a lot. But the traditional sea-
weed cultivation has not benefited much from these achievements. In fact, it has not changed much since its
founding because seaweed cultivation has been quite conservative for a long period. It has accumulated many
problems. Six main problems might be the maost universal ones hold back the further development of the industry.

New species need to be establshed, new techniques to be developed and problems to be solved. Ths paper mainly
discusses the main problems of traditional seaw eed cultivation at present and its possible further development and
reformation in the future.

Key words Seaweed cdltivation Porphyra Laminaria Undaria  Gracilaria  Eucheuma
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